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Second Sunday of Advent 
Isaiah 11:1-10    Romans 15:4-9    Matthew 3:1-12 

 

Reflection by: Sister Ann Marie Rimmer, OP 

The Challenge! 

The reading from Isaiah certainly presents a picture of a world so beautiful that it could take our 
breath away. Our King, coming from the root of Jesse, David’s father, has gifts bestowed on him. 
Wisdom and understanding enable the King to rule with competence and insight. Counsel and 
strength are necessary for the administration of justice. Fear of the Lord disposes the Ruler to 
humble reverence toward God. There will be ecological peace and harmony in the land. It is the 
dream we dream. All creation will be cared for with respect. 

Paul encourages us to trust the Scriptures. They give us encouragement and hope. They call us to 
inclusivity. Christ saves everyone, Jews and Gentiles alike. John the Baptist, an outsider, calls on 
those who come to him for baptism with water, to repent, turn away from sin and be authentic 
and truthful. 

Each of these three characters, Isaiah, Paul, and John the Baptist, present us with a challenge. 
The gifts Isaiah presents to the Ruler are the same gifts we have received: wisdom, 
understanding, counsel, fortitude, knowledge, piety, and fear of the Lord. We must reflect on how 
important they are to us as we journey through life. We certainly need competence and insight in 
every phase of life. We are responsible to safeguard justice wherever and whenever we can. 
Jesus is offered to us as a model after whom we can pattern our lives. 

The universality of God’s call is placed before us again today by Paul. Jesus included many 
unpleasant characters in his circle. Can we do less? 

Finally, John the Baptist offers us an invitation for today. Change our hearts. Widen them, don’t 
follow today’s culture to “look out for number one,” or get to the top of the ladder even if you have 
to step on someone else. Perhaps we can slow down a bit this season of Advent and ponder the 
messages this week from Isaiah, Paul and John the Baptist.  


